
Proactive Field Maintenance Strategies: 
How you can save your City money –  

and headaches. 

The City of San Luis Obispo Public Works Street Maintenance Division 
has evolved over time from being a highly response-driven work group 
to one that utilizes careful planning for the long term and innovative 
construction techniques to accomplish its work. As the world of Public 
Works services has become more demanding in a time of ever decreas-
ing resources, Street Maintenance crews have to become more effi-
cient and effective at performing their work, and they must work hand
-in-hand with the Engineering Division to prioritize locations for infra-
structure repair and maintenance that complement Capital Improve-
ment Projects. 

Presented By: Jay D. Walter, P.E. 
Public Works Director 
City of San Luis Obispo 

 Gary Keavney 
Street Maintenance Supervisor 
City of San Luis Obispo 

Location: Cannon 
1050 Southwood Drive 
San Luis Obispo 

Date: January 12, 2011  

Time: 12:00 PM 

Dues: $25 
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Historian’s Corner: A (not so) Historical Review  
of Cycling on the Central Coast 

By Les Carter Jr., Chapter Historian 
December 2010 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Admittedly, in researching for this article I was 
able to find little readily available material for an in 
depth history of cycling and the development of 
Cycling Infrastructure (Bike Paths) on the Central 
Coast.  After reviewing many of the regional cycling 
association and historical web sites, I am penning 
this brief narrative in honor of the dedication, en-
thusiasm, personal contributions and commitment 
demonstrated by the local and regional cycling as-
sociations. There is clearly a “Joy of Cycling” alive 
and well on the Central Coast that encourages us to 
consider cycling as part of an active, healthy life-
style.  

The Central Coast has an extensive network of well 
maintained on-road and off-road bike paths. 
County agencies and regional tourism web sites 
provide route maps and information on cycling 
clubs and events.  

There are numerous avid cyclists in our areas 
which highly value cycling and our regional bike 
path networks, as a key resource and part of our 
public infrastructure. Participating in local cycling 
activities is a fairly easy way to enhance our health, 
relieve stress, get out and see our local communi-
ties, and spend some quality time with our families 
and friends. Cycling provides a unique opportunity 
to take in the geographic beauty of our region, 
while also deriving tangible health benefits that we 
can all use more of.   

Riding a bike can easily 
take us back to fond 
memories of our youth 
and the first Bike we 
may have received for a 
birthday or Christmas. 
We can remember the 
color, texture and fine 
details. For many of us, 
our first journey was as-
sisted by training wheels, with Mom and/or Dad 
walking or running along side us to ensure we did-
n’t lose our balance. A deep sense of pride, both in 
being the captain of our brand new shiny bike com-
bined with the sense of freedom that we experi-
enced, and that those who loved us were right 
there, and wouldn’t let us fall. When we finally 
strode off took our first un-aided, training wheel-
less adventure, we can remember the sense of ex-
hilaration and well being the first time we strad-
dled our two-wheeled stallion and rode like the 
wind. Just like our first steps as an infant, we ex-
perienced a new level of freedom and being mobile, 
we could go just about anywhere, on our Bike. 

My wife and I are not avid cyclists, but in the four 
years we’ve lived on the Central Coast, we have 
taken many leisurely rides along the bike paths in 
Los Osos, Baywood and Morro Bay and the board-
walks in Avila and Pismo beach. We have even ven-
tured (off-road) once, up into Montana De Oro. Our 
not so off road “all-terrain” Diamond Back Cruisers 
have served us well, but not having taken the road 
these past few (many…) months, are sorely in need 
of tire inflations and a good hosing off.  We have 
many close friends, and colleagues, who we ob-

serve take up every chal-
lenge from biking in Tri-
athlons, to serious (= po-
tentially dangerous) off 
road mountain biking 
events. We have  cheered 
them on and envisioned 

(Continued on page 3…. ) 
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the day when we would feel empowered to join a 
group of committed “mountain bikers” on an ex-
tended two-wheeled Journey along unpaved paths, 
rife with goat-head stickers and fox-tails but know-
ing the experience would provide a keen sense of 
adventure and exhilaration. 

Off road cycling (Mountain Biking) provides a more 
natural venue, but many prefer on-paved-roads cy-
cling activities and competitive events such as the 
AmGen Tour of California bike race.  

The AmGen Tour is recognized as an international 
cycling competition. Paso Robles will host the fifth 
stage in the Amgen Tour of California professional 
cycling race next year for the second time. It’s one 
of 15 host cities for the eight-day race from May 15 
to 22, starting in South Lake Tahoe for the first 
time and ending in Thousand Oaks. Paso Robles 
hosted its first stage finish in February 2009 when 
thousands of cycling fans lined Spring Street. The 
race skipped over the Central Coast entirely in 
2010 when race organizers chose a more inland 
route and a May time slot for better weather and 
training terrain. The tour  features top Tour de 
France cyclists, world champions and Olympic 
medalists, and has attracted more than 2 million 
spectators in previous years. For more information 
on the AmGen Tour: http://
www.sanluisobispo.com/2010/10/07/1318805/paso-
robles-tour-of-california.html#ixzz14umS16Ln 

The "Bob Jones" City to the 
Sea Bike rail began over a 
decade ago. The Trail’s 
namesake, Bob Jones, was 
a tireless advocate for con-
servation of San Luis 
Obispo Creek. The eight 
mile Trail will join the 
communities of San Luis 
Obispo, CA and Avila 
Beach. The Trail will be 

more than a transportation route, it will provide 
opportunity for local residents and visitors to ex-
perience the essence of the San Luis Obispo area 
and greenbelt; a place to take a leisurely stroll or 
bike ride and enjoy the views of the Avila Valley 
and San Luis Obispo Creek. This is a joint project 
between the Land Conservancy of SLO, City of San 
Luis Obispo, County of San Luis Obispo and Cal-
trans. (From Land Conservancy Article: 
http://www.lcslo.org/bob_jones.html 

The photos left and below 
are of the Cabrillo Bike path 
in Santa Barbara.  From the 
turn of the century, cycling 
has been on the Central 
Coast for well over 100 

years as attested to by one of the first bike shops 
(sales and repair) in Santa Barbara County 
(Hazard's Cycle Sport), was opened in 1914.  

Many of the local cycling groups go beyond cycling 
as an individual and group activity and give of their 
time and resources to make a difference in our 
communities. 

One of the many regional cycling groups truly  
making a difference is called the Village Dirtbags, a 
Vandenberg Village based Mountain Biking Team. 
Our Chapter President, Michael Luther, is an active 
member. And, don't let their name fool you; the  
Village Dirtbags are dedicated community  

(Continued on page 4…. ) 
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members who have given hundreds of kids brand 
new bikes during the past four years.  

They also provide special bikes to disabled veter-
ans. In 2006, the Village Dirtbags cycling group de-
cided to donate bikes to children of deployed ser-
vice members from Vandenberg. The first year they 
had twelve bikes to give away. In 2009, they helped 
a hundred kids smile. Three disabled veterans also 
received custom made bikes that cost around two 
thousand dollars a piece. The Village Dirtbags raise 
funds to give away bikes to Vandenberg Air Force 
Base children who have a parent deployed over-
seas.  If enough donations are received, Christmas 
Bikes are also given to children of Lompoc families, 
who might otherwise not be able to afford a bike 
for Christmas.  

Here are a few more web sites that provide helpful 
information on area cycling and events: 

http://www.bikeleague.org/ 

http://www.centralcoastcycling.com 

http://www.tailwindsofsantamariabc.org/ 

http://www.slobc.org/index.html 

http://www.usacycling.org/ 

http://goletabike.org/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The map below shows the Lompoc-Vandenberg 
Loop. There are many clubs, associations and  
hundreds of miles of bike paths to explore in our 
region.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As for the history of biking on the Central Coast, 
though this article is brief on historical substance, 
there is a rich cycling history in our region to be 
discovered and experienced. It is clear that the fu-
ture of Cycling is assured and strongly supported 
by all of the dedicated biking club enthusiasts who 
know all to well the enjoyment and health benefits 
of cycling, and the tangible bonds that are created 
and deepened between our families, friends and 
communities, simply by getting on your bike and 
going for a ride. 

To donate and  
for more  
information  
about the  
Village Dirtbags, 
please visit: http:// 
villagedirtbags.com. 
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President  
Mr. Michael W. Luther Work: (805) 875-8272 
Senior Civil Engineer Fax: (805) 875-8372 
City of Lompoc  Cell: (805) 315-7124 
100 Civic Center Plz E-mail: m_luther@ci.lompoc.ca.us  
Lompoc, CA 93436-6969 

President-Elect 
Mr. Mike Cannon Work: (805) 544-7407 
Cannon   Fax: (805) 544-3863 
1050 Southwood Drive Email: mikec@cannoncorp.us 
San Luis Obispo, CA 93401 

2nd Vice President 

Mr. Esau Blanco  Work: (805) 349-7000  
Senior Engineer  Fax: (805) 739-1135 
URS Corporation Email:  esau_blanco@urscorp.com   
2625 South Miller Street, Suite 104 
Santa Maria, CA 93455  

Past President 
Mr. Kevin P. McCune Work: (805) 736-1261x8260 
City Engineer  Fax: (805) 875-8360 
City of Lompoc  Cell: (805) 588-2674 
100 Civic Center Plz  #8001 E-mail: k_mccune@ci.lompoc.ca.us  
Lompoc, CA 93436-6969 

Treasurer  
Ms. Brooke Bayne Work: (805) 544-4011 
Wallace Group  Fax: (805) 544-4294 
612 Clarion Court Email: brookeb@wallacegroup.us 
San Luis Obispo, CA 93401 

Secretary 
Mr. Steve Kahn Work: (805) 925-0951  
Utilities Engineer Fax: (805) 
City of Santa Maria Email: skahn@ci.santa-maria.ca.us 
2065 E. Main Street 
Santa Maria, CA 93454 

Delegate 
Mr. Don Spagnolo Work: (805) 929-1133 
General Manager Fax: (805) 929-1932 
Nipomo CSD  Cell: (805) 459-1757 
148 S. Wilson Street E-mail: dspagnolo@ncsd.ca.gov  
Nipomo, CA 93444 

Alternate Delegate 
Mr. Jay Walter  Work: (805) 781-7207 
Director of Public Works Fax: (805) 781-7537 
City of San Luis Obispo Cell: (805) 431-2733 
919 Palm St  E-mail: jwalter@slocity.org  
San Luis Obispo, CA 93401-3218 

Historian 
Mr. Lester Carter Work: (805) 544-7407 
Cannon   Fax: (805) 544-3863 
1050 Southwood Drive E-mail: lesterc@cannoncorp.us   
San Luis Obispo, CA 93401 
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Secretary 
Mr. Steve Kahn Work: (805) 925-0951  
Utilities Engineer Fax: (805) 
City of Santa Maria Email: skahn@ci.santa-maria.ca.us 
2065 E. Main Street 
Santa Maria, CA 93454 

Delegate 
Mr. Don Spagnolo Work: (805) 473-5440 
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Historian 
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Cannon   Fax: (805) 544-3863 
1050 Southwood Drive E-mail: lesterc@cannoncorp.us   
San Luis Obispo, CA 93401 
 

 

Chair, Diversity Committee 
Ms Rosalyn Piza Work: (805) 788-2759 
County of SLO E-mail: rpiza@co.slo.ca.us 
County Government Center, Room 207  
San Luis Obispo, CA 93408 

Chair, Golf Tournament Committee / Webmaster 
Ms. Kelly Druse Work: (805) 544-0707 
Project Engineer Fax: (805) 544-2052 
Rick Engineering E-mail: kdruse@rickengineering.com 
711 Tank Farm Road, Suite 110  
San Luis Obispo, CA  93401-7068  

Chair, Awards Committee 
Mr. Stephen A. Orosz Work: (805) 688-7814 
President Fax: (805) 688-7814 
Orosz Engineering Group Inc  Cell: (805) 680-1586 
1627 Calzada Ave E-mail: oeg@quixnet.net  
Santa Ynez, CA 93460-9360 

Chair, Membership Committee  
Vacant 

Chair, Training Committee 
Mr. Douglas S. Pike Work: (805) 688-5200 
Principal Engineer Fax: (805) 686-5418 
MNS Engineers, Inc. Cell: (805) 331-3553 
210 Industrial Way E-mail: dpike@mnsengineers.com  
Buellton, CA 93427 
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Senior Civil Engineer  

An innovative, multi-disciplinary consulting firm is 
looking for a high level Sr Civil Engineer with ex-
perience in public agency capital improvement pro-
jects in the areas of transportation, water, waste-
water, stormwater or other public infrastructure. 
Must have demonstrated strong project delivery 
experience including managing teams and consult-
ants, budget control and meeting quality deliver-
able expectations. Successful candidate is a CA PE 
with a minimum of 8 years of qualifying experi-
ence. The candidate will be expected to pre-
pare project reports and design contract docu-
ments as well as provide coordination and commu-
nication for clients and agency staff. Please email 
your resume to: hr@wallacegroup.us. EOE. 

www.wallacegroup.us 

Employment Opportunity: 
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Professional Directory 

 

 

 
Mimiaga    Engineering   Group        

Civil Engineering - Construction 

Management 
 

Stephen R. Mimiaga, P.E. 
Project Manger/Construction Manager/Civil Engineer 

Telephone: (805) 231-1502 
PO Box 23623, Santa Barbara, CA 93121 

www.mimiagaengineeringgroup.com 

Mimiaga@earthlink.net 
 

Marketing Opportunity: 

If you haven’t already, contact Brooke Bayne soon to get your 
2011 advertisements in! (BrookeB@wallacegroup.us) 
 
Option 1: Newsletter only. $170 
Option 2:  Newsletter and Hotlink to your company web 
 page from the chapter web page. $270 


